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Report of Consultation

The Core Strategy for Dacorum Borough has been prepared taking account of
Government policy and regulation, technical evidence and consultation. Consultation
has spanned seven years, from 2005 to June 2011. This report explains the
consultation: i.e.

the means of publicity used;

the nature of the consultation;

the main responses elicited;

the main issues raised; and

how they have been taken into account.

It also explains how the actual consultation
consultation and engagement, the Statement of Community Involvement.

The report is presented in seven volumes:

Volume 1. Emerging Issues and Options (June 2005 - July 2006)
- Annex A contains a summary of responses from the organisations
consulted

Volume 2: Growth at Hemel Hempstead and Other Stakeholder Consultation
(July 2006 7 April 2009)

Volume 3: Stakeholder Workshops (September 2008 i January 2009)
Annex A contains reports on each workshop

Volume 4. Emerging Core Strategy (May - September 2009)
- Annex A contains a summary of responses to the general public
consultation
- AnnexBcontains reports frmod@ypsyltaed Ci ti ze
Traveller community

Volume 5:  Writing the Core Strategy - from Working Draft to Consultation Draft
(June i September 2010)

Volume 6: Consultation Draft Core Strategy (November 2010 7 June 2011)
- Annex A contains a summary of responses to the general public

consultation and reports from t he Ci ti zens o eftranel an
Workshop. It also includes changes made to the Draft Core
Strategy.

Volume 7: Overview

This is Annex A to Volume 1.
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Core Strategy 0 Issues and Options

May 2006
BOROUGH
VISION AND OBJECTIVES
Question 1 We have put together below a draft vision for the Borough. Tell

us what you think of the proposed vision for the Core Strategy?

Question 2 Do you think these are the right objectives for the Core

Strategy? Do you have other suggestions?

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

Increasing the use of renewable energy sources, reducing energy use and improving
energy efficiency

Improving air quality and reducing pollution

Minimising contamination

Protecting groundwater from pollution and over-abstraction

Decreasing noise and light pollution

Protecting the wider countryside in its own right and reducing the impact of
development on it

Protecting and enhancing wildlife, habitats and biodiversity

Improving the built and natural environment

Minimising flood risk and promoting the use of sustainable drainage systems to
manage run-off

Minimising waste

Avoid sterilisation of minerals resources

Promoting appropriate development locations

Design developments to reduce crime




Question 3 Do you consider that the topics above at A include all aspects

of sustainability or are there other topics that should be
considered as part of the overall approach to achieve
sustainable development?

Question 4 Do you agree that we should seek low carbon energy schemes

and seek at least 10% of energy requirements of new
development from renewable sources? Should we seek to
incorporate these into specific development sites?

How can a high quality built environment be achieved?

B

o Achieving, reinforcing or improving character, coherence and identity

o Achieving continuity and enclosure (in respect of building lines and layout)

o Maintaining and creating open space and greening the environment

o Creating safe, popular, well used places offering variety and choice

o Making the most effective use of resources, eg. including use of local materials and
building methods and detailing

o Compl ementing an areaods ¢ h a r héstoric eenvironmiers,
structure, existing layout, orientation, views, building line, density of existing
development and reinforcing a sense of place

o Providing appropriate off-street parking

o The scale, height and massing of the new development in relation to the adjoining
buildings, topography, general heights in the area, views, vistas and landmarks;

o The sitebés | and form and character wher
development should take note of the shape of the landscape, preserve natural features
and take account of the local ecology;

o An attempt to integrate the new development into the landscape (or townscape) to
reduce its impact on nature and reinforce local distinctiveness i.e. using structure
planting, shelter belts, green wedges, green corridors, common local species in
planting.

Question 5 Do you consider that the qualities listed above at B include all

design aspects that should be covered in a broad urban design
policy or are there other issues that should be considered?

SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

ving

t

Where should development be focused?

Question 6 Which option do you prefer or are both acceptable?
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How do we maintain a good balance between homes and jobs?

Question 7 Which option do you support?

Protection of the Green Belt

Question 8 Which of these options do you favour and why?

Protection of the Open Countryside

Question 9 Should limited areas of open countryside around rural
settlements beyond the Green Belt be considered for limited
development to meet identified local needs?

HOUSING AND DESIGN

The Appropriate Overall Housing Level

A (based on RSS14 proposed level) 6,300

B (urban capacity plus identified greenfield sites) 7,062 (rounded to 7,100)

C (level proposed in original version of the RSS14) | 8,200

D (highest suggested level of development by 10,000
objectors to the regional plan)

Question 10 Please list the options in the table (see summary paper) in
order of preference from 1-4. (1 denotes the most preferred).



Based on RSS14 proposed level

Urban capacity plus identified greenfield sites

o O ©® >

[]
[]
Level proposed in original version of the RSS14 []
[]

Highest suggested level of development by objectors to the regional plan

Housing Capacity and the Location of New Development in
Dacorum

Question 11 Should Hemel Hempstead be the main focus for
accommodating housing growth on the basis that it has the
greatest scope for urban development and regeneration and
the access to the greatest range and amount of facilities?

Question 12 Should the remaining growth be proportionally distributed
throughout the district to support and expand existing facilities,
including in the Rural Area?

Question 13 If the Council are required to plan for housing development in
excess of 7,100 dwellings where should it go? (number 17 4
giving 1 the highest priority).

e More housing at higher densities in Hemel ]
Hempstead town centre?

e Greenfield sites within Hemel Hempstead? []

e Greenfield sites on the edge of existing []
settlements?

¢ Higher densities in residential neighbourhoods (i.e. []
above 50 dwellings per hectare

Question 14 If further greenfield extensions are needed, around which

settlements should they be located (number 1-5 giving 1 the

highest priority).

e Hemel Hempstead []

e Berkhamsted []

e Tring []

e Other settlements outside the Green Belt []
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e Spread around different settlements. []

Question 15 Should the key employment site at Three Cherry Trees Lane
and/or the site at Breakspear Way be considered for residential
development either:

a) now
or

b) inthe longer term?

Density of New Development

Question 16 To achieve growth within the existing urban areas there will be
need for further development on, for example, any vacant or
derelict land, or intensification of existing uses. Do you agree
with this approach?

Question 17 Where should higher density development (i.e. above 50
dwellings per hectare) be located?
e  Hemel Hempstead []
o Berkhamsted
o Tring []
o Other settlement - StAte .iccvvrrsrrrrrerrr i

Question 18 What safeguards should there be in encouraging higher density
development (i.e. above 50 dwellings per hectare)?

Type of new housing

Question 19 Should small units be provided to provide a mix of dwellings
through ensuring all sites provide a proportion of small
dwellings (1 and 2 bed units) and through encouraging
conversion of existing properties?

9



Question 20 Should provision for new gypsy accommodation be planned a)
alongside any major new developments or b) should other
locations be considered?

Affordable Housing

Question 21 Should the number of affordable homes sought be
proportionally higher on sites which are
1. large ]
2. greenfield L]

3. of high accessibility (e.g. town centre locations)? [ ]

Land Use Division in Towns and Villages

Question 22 Should the approach be:

a) Retained ]
or

b) applied to any of the other settlements in the Borough? [ ]

EMPLOYMENT

How much employment land needs to be retained?

Question 23 Do you support the approach of largely protecting the existing
employment land supply to provide a balance between the
future provision of homes and jobs in the Borough?

Where should economic development be focused?

10



Question 24 Should a spread of employment opportunities be retained both
across Hemel Hempstead as the major employment centre,
and across the other main settlements and the rural area?

Question 25 Should we retain significant employment land within Hemel
Hempstead town centre?

Question 26 Do you consider any of the following options appropriate for
isolated employment sites either on sites within the towns and
large villages or in the more rural parts of the Borough ?

(a) protected for employment use only ]
(b) allowed to come forward for mixed-use development ]
(c) allowed to come forward for alternative uses, such as housing ]
(d) only allowed to come forward for affordable housing ]
(e) other (please specify) ]

11



Regeneration and Renewal in Hemel Hempstead

Question 27 Should we consider if there are any opportunities to provide
complementary facilities for the workforce in any of the main
employment areas to assist in providing a modern, attractive
business environment?

Live/Work Schemes

Question 28 Should Live-Work schemes be encouraged within the
Borough?

RETAILING

Where should new shopping floorspace go?

Question 29 Do you agree with the Council b6s ap|]
future shopping development?

Question 30 Should an opportunity be made for local shopping in the
Maylands business area?

Retail Hierarchy/Designation of Centres

Question 31 Do you agree that the shopping hierarchy should reflect the
current roles played by each of the centres?

Question 32 Do you think the Council should recognise the role of modern
out of centre developments within the shopping hierarchy?

12



Out of Centre Retailing

Question 33 Do you agree that there should be no significant further
expansion of retail parks?

Mix of Uses in Town Centres

uestion 34 Do you agree that we should seek and maintain a full mix of
g
complementary uses in the town centre?

The Future Role of Local Centres

Question 35 Which line should the Council take
1. continue with the existing level of protection to shoppingD
in all local centres in the borough; or
2. support a more flexible approach to non-shop uses in []
local centres?

TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Congestion

Question 36 Which option(s) would help reduce local congestion and can
you suggest any others that we should consider?

Parking

Question 37 Is there sufficient car parking provision in Dacorum, and should
standards be maintained? Is there a need to find additional
locations for parking?

Question 38 What improvements could be made to make a reduction in

parking standards feasible?
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Attempting to improve accessibility means we need to consider the following

options:-

e Encourage high density development near appropriate passenger transport

interchanges.

Ensure low cost and affordable housing is located close to basic amenities
Encourage provision of live-work units

Develop Cycle and Pedestrian Route Network and Improvement Strategies
Consider accessibility for all sections of the community including the disabled

Accessibility

Question 39

Question 40

Are there any other planning measures that could help improve
accessibility?

Do you consider that there are particular deficiencies in
infrastructure provision that you would like us to be aware of?

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Overall Provision of Community Facilities

Question 41

Question 42

Question 43

Do you agree that any new key community facilities should be
concentrated in the most accessible area in the main towns
and within villages?

Do you agree that we should seek to retain and enhance all
existing community facilities in towns and rural areas? Should
we continue to generally protect community premises from
being lost to other uses and instead seek alternative
community uses when community buildings become available?

Should all new housing developments provide a contribution
towards the provision of new community facilities to help meet
the demands from an increasing population?

Education Provision

Question 44

Should any additional demand for educational facilities be
accommodated by extending or improving existing facilities,
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using financial contributions from housing development, where
there is a demonstrated need?

Question 45 What role should school sites play in the provision of
community services?

Question 46 Should we seek to provide the Oexten
demands at any school facilities or selected schools only?

Question 47 If any surplus school premises are identified over the lifetime of
the plan should they be used for alternative social/community
or leisure uses or something else?

Health Facilities

Question 48 Do you agree that we should maintain the existing land
designated for the expansion of the Hospital for other health or
community uses?

Overall provision of leisure facilities

Question 49 Do you agree there should be broad guidance on the location
of leisure facilities and a high priority attached to the provision
of leisure facilities?

Question 50 Are there any major facilities that you wish the Council to
consider for the future e.g. Stadium in Hemel Hempstead?

Protection and Enhancement of Open Space

Question 51 In areas of deficiency we may seek financial contributions
towards achieving new provision. Do you think this is the most
appropriate means of acquiring and improving access to public
open space or should new provision be made in all significant
new developments?

Question 52 Should all open space be protected from all types of
development?
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Question 53 Do you consider that some open land can be lost to improve
the quality of other open space or alternative provision made?

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT AND BIODIVERSITY

Managing the Countryside

Question 54 Do you agree with the principles set out for managing the
countryside? Are there any others you wish to add?

Key management principles stated:

e sensitive development based on landscape character assessments and
understanding

sustainability in the use of soils and water
enhancement and enrichment rather than degradation
supporting a variety of natural habitats

appreciation of historic character.

Protecting the most important assets and resources

Question 55 Have the most important assets and resources been identified?

Important assets stated:

e the natural flood plain and chalk streams
Grade 2 agricultural land

e designated sites of geological or nature conservation value i i.e. the Chilterns
Beechwoods Special Area of Conservation, Sites of Special Scientific Interest,
Nature Reserves and Regionally Important Geological Sites
ancient semi-natural woodland

e the natural beauty of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
particularly the visually prominent escarpment
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¢ historic landscape features i for example parkland and scheduled ancient
monuments
e the Grand Union Canal.

Enhancing Biodiversity

Question 56 Do you support the approach advocated in the Urban Nature
Conservation Study of improving and extending biodiversity
sites and networks in

(@) the countryside

(b) towns and large villages?

Question 57 Are there any specific priorities you wish to highlight?

MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION

Monitoring

Question 58 Do you agree with the Council 6s ap|]

Implementation

Question 59 Do we need a separate policy on implementation?
Question 60 If yes, do you agree with the principles identified for the new
policy?

Implementation principles stated:

e The importance of partnership working to deliver development.
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Better co-ordination and links to spending programmes and the provision of
infrastructure and facilities.

The achievement of key strategic or local policy objectives, including
sustainable development.

Identifying the scale of infrastructure and service needs and likely
development contributions.

The need to phase development and identify land reserves.

The appropriate use of planning conditions, legal agreements and
supplementary planning guidance and advice.

Promoting land assembly, and if necessarily using compulsory purchase
powers to achieve this.

Planning Obligations

Question 61 Do y ou agree wi t h t he Counci

obligations?

The Council proposes to use planning obligations to achieve some investment in or

for:

1. Community Facilities, Health and Safety

2. Education, facilities and support

3 Community Safety

4. Affordable Housing

5. Transport and access

6. Habitat creation and landscaping

7. Open space (including facilities in the space and play space)

Question 62 Do you think the list of matters to be covered by planning

obligations is appropriate?

18
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Summary of responses from the organisations consulted

Question REPRESENTATION SUMMARY RESPONDENT NAME

Question 1 | The vision is distorted and conflicts. A 'vibrant economy across the borough’ conflicts with Tring Cycling Campaign (Mr John Boielle) [112]
‘focussing on Maylands and Hemel’ and ‘enhancing Hemel Hempstead role’.

Question 1 |Already too much high density development. Why is the Manor Estate scheduled for housing when |Miss Anne Box [113]
there is Frogmore Road which would make for excellent residential facilities.

Question 1 |Too urban-focused and too specific. Need to respond to the effects of climate change and the CPRE - The Hertfordshire Society (Mr Rick Sanderson) [115]
position of the Borough in wider region.

Question 1  |A concise and comprehensive document. GO-East (Mr Stuart Crowgey) [117]
Question 1  |Does not recognise the potential of Berkhamsted to combine with Hemel Hempstead as a dual Legal & General (Mr Jeremy Castie) [121]
focus for growth.

Question 1 | There is no reference within the Core Strategy to telecommunications development which playsa |Mono Consultants Limited (Ms Carolyn Wilson) [126]
vital role in both the economic and social fabric of communities. A policy on telecommunications
development should be included in one of the LDF documents. This should give all stakeholders a
clear indication of the issues which development will be assessed against. This policy should be
introduced by a short paragraph outlining the development pressures and the Councils policy aims.

Question 1 |Support the draft vision to proetct and enhance, but would recommend the use of the term 'nature |English Nature (Mr Neil Fuller) [128]
conservation assets’ instead of biodiversity to ensure inclusion of geolgoical assets to the list.
Support promotion of a sustainable use of natural resources and high quality design.

Question 1  |Draft vision and objectives are appropriate. The role of culture and heritage in creating sustainable |Hertfordshire County Council (Ms Laura Langley) [133]
communities, by providing an historic sense of place and context should be considered. The forth
bullet point identifies Hemel Hempstead as a regional retail centre within the current draft of the
Regional Spatial Strategy.

Question 1 |Focus on Hemel Hempstead as main centre in the Borough should not detract from the vitality and |Wm Morrison Supermarkets plc [139]
viability of other centres in the Borough.

Question 1 |Change ‘vibrant and prosperous’ to ‘thriving and sustainable’. New Conservation Society (Mr Gruff Edwards) [6]

Question 1 |A very good vision in the community plan, particularly around protecting green space and ensuring |Dacorum Borough Council (Mr David Gil) [8]
social inclusion, regeneration and prosperity.

Question 1 |2020 is too distant to be meaningful without interim goals. The Strategy needs to place equal but  |Dacorum Borough Council (Mr Peter Snow) [13]
proportionate emphasis on areas outside Hemel Hempstead. It currently reads as Hemel at the

expense of other areas.

Question 1  |Yes, but some potential compatability difficulties between and within some elements of the CDA for HERTS (Mr Duncan Adams) [17]
statement.

Question 1 |Contains conflicting objectives e.g. high density against high quality development. Chiltem Society (Mr Guy Patterson) [22]

Question 1  |Pleased to see a commitment to a sustainable use of natural resources and to commit to an Dacorum Borough Council (Clir N. Hollinghurst) [23]
integrated transport policy.

Question 1  |Fine, as far as it goes. Sustainable use of natural resources e g. water is incompatible with large  |Dacorum Environmental Forum Water Group (Mr S. L. Davidson) [25]
scale building development.

Question 1  |Well laid out and easy to read. 19 Hemel Hempstead Crime Prevention Panel (Mr A D. Coley) [10]




Question 1

Should be improved slightly to include more on the environment as it appears to cover the issue
briefly but not in a strong way. There is nothing mentioned about dimate change and flood risk in
the proposed vision.

Environment Agency (Miss Candice Beard) [91]

Question 1

OK.

WWF (Mrs Hazel Johnson) [31]

Question 1

In the draft vision, The National Trust supports the strong emphasis given to environmental issues
and in particular the protection of the Countryside.

The National Trust (Mr Michael Stubbs) [75]

Question 1

Agree with the draft vision. It would benefit from mention of the need to achieve a balance between
complementary land uses through encouraging mixed-use developments and creating sustainable
communities.

Stanhope pic [69]

Question 1

Broad agreement with vision

Mr John Mole [35]

Question 1

Yes, but add specific reference to education facilities in the vision that refers to social, leisure and
community.

West Herts College (Mrs Lynda Price) [89]

Question 1

SUPPORT IMPROVEMENTS TO THE QUALITY OF LIFE BY DIRECTING GROWTH OF
DIFFERENT SCALES TO RURAL AND URBAN AREAS.

THE COUNTRYSIDE SHOULD BE PROTECTED BUT WHERE NON-GREENBELT LAND
ADJOINS VILLAGES WITH SOME SERVICES, THEN LIMTED GROWTH SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED AS PART OF A REVIEW OF THE VILLAGE DESIGNATION OR SETTLEMENT
BOUNDARY .

THE SEQUENTIAL APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT i.e. BROWNFIELD BEFORE GREENFIELD
IS SUPPORTED PROVIDING DEVELOPMENT IS ADEQUATELY MONITORED AND ANY
UNDERPROVISION IS ADRESSED THROUGH CAREFUL GREENFIELD RELEASES.

Luton Hoo Estate [34]

Question 1

English Partnerships (EP) supports the draft vision for the Borough, particularly in terms of its focus
on enhancing Hemel Hempstead's role as the main centre in the Borough, and improving the
Maylands area and restoring economic confidence in the town. EP notes the reference to using
high quality design in the re-use of urban sites. EP wishes to comment that such standards should
apply to all new development including that on greenfield sites.

English Parnerships (Mr Mark White} [37]

Question 1

The dratt vision is broadly supported, but should include reference to meeting the Borough's
housing needs. Protection of the countryside, including the green belt, is generally accepted but
should not be an absolute; the loss of some greenfield land will be necessary to meet development
requirements.

CALA Homes (Mr Michael Emett) [80]

Question 1

The draft vision should include a bullet point based on draft PPS3 "Meeting the needs and
demands for housing in Dacorum, including a mix of tenures and dwelling sizes”™. Greenfield land
needs to be released, this should be focussed on Hemel Hempstead as the main urban area in the
District.

Sellwood Planning (Mr R. M Sellwood) [56]

Question 1

Generally satisfactory.

Chipperfield Parish Council (Clir P. J. Nobbs) [58]

Question 1

The PCT agrees with the broad vision but feels that as the vision is for the next 20 years, some
areas need to be bolder.

Watford and Three Rivers Primary Care Trust (Ms. Felicity Cox) [60]
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Question 1

While there is much to agree with, it is expressed as a set of objectives and principles. It would be
much better as a shorter description of the Borough as it is intended to be as a result of the
successful implementation of the LDF.

The ambition expressed in the sixth bullet point should be to 'protect and enhance landscape
character, etc’ (rather than simply areas of high landscape quality - see PS7). The draft Objectives
on pg 10 do this.

Countryside Agency (Mr Graham King) [62]

Question 1  |Very comprehensive. Hemel Hempstead History Society (Mr John Buteux) [64]
Question 1 |Agree. Great Gaddesden P.C.T. Water End Conservation Society (Mr Victor Brooks) [66]
Question 1 | The vision appears to cover the areas that would be of most conem, with a good mix across urban |Age Concem Dacorum (Ms. Cardline Player) [68]
and rural.
Question 1 | The vision is broadly supported. The second bullet point should refer to ‘adequate and timely’ Chiltems Conservation Board (Mr Colin White) [71]
provision of infrastructure. The fifth bullet point relating to the Chiltems AONB should start with the
following: *Conserve and enhance’ in order to comply with legislation and Government policy, as it
stands this is incoirect. The vision could usefully make reference to the use oflocal building
materials under the final bullet point on the sustainable use of natural resources.
Question 1  |We broadly support the vision but suggest this should include reference to meeting the Borough's |CALA Homes (Mr Michael Emett) [80]
housing needs.
Question 1 |Very good. Herts Branch Inland Waterways Association (Mr Ken Satterthwaite) [99]
Question 1  |Difficult to disagree with broad aims, but | do not understand how you can really ‘reduce car use’ Dr Victor Sormocks [100]
and "ensure a range of employment opportunities’.
Question 1  |Need to ensure that the sustainability principles of PPG3 are adhered to, particularly in relation to  |Apsley Development Limited (Mr John James) [108]
proximity to existing facilities and services and accessibility issues. Re-use of existing browndield
land to meet necessary housing requirements is to be welcomed, the strategy must also place
equal emphasis on the sequential test in site selection in line with government policy.
Question 1  |Should include, ‘within a biodiverse environment'. Herts and Middlesex Widlife Trust (Mr Tim Hill) [148]
Question 1  |Protect countryside, ok, but odd while supporting rural communities and their needs to develop Markyate Parish Council (Mrs Jennifer Bissmire) [152]
land use to reflect changing world.
Question 1 | The vision is good but not a lot different from the vision 10 years ago. Not much has happened. Boxmoor Trust (Mrs Jean Sniders) [154]
Question 1  |Vision objectives are consistent with the objectives and spatial strategy of the draft EoE Plan; EERA (Mr Ishaku Maitumbi) [164]
however, some element of social inclusion could be usefully added.
Question 1  |Question 1 and 2 could include encouraging community participation. Groundwork Hertfordshire (Ms Shermry Robinson) [170]
Question 1 | The Trust is surprised and disappointed that the protection and provsion of cultural facilities is not | The Theatres Trust (Ms Rose Freeman) [110]
included as a seperate issue and option topic.
Question 1  |Broadly support the draft vision. Growth should also consider adjoining urban areas. Recognition of | The Crown Estate [176]
Hemel Hempstead's role as key centre and the need to maintain this role.
Question 1 |Test EERA (Mr Ishaku Maitumbi) [164]
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Question 1

The vision should take into account the need to ensure that the sustainability principles of PPG3
are adhered to, particularly in relation to proximity to existing facilities and services and
accessibility issues. Whilst the focus on the re-use of existing brownfield land to meet the
necessary housing requirements is to be welcomed, the strategy must also place equal emphasis
on the sequential test in site selection, in line with govemment policy.

Beechwood Homes Ltd. (Mr Robert Parker) [179]

Question 1

No Comment on the Core Strategy Issues and Options Paper

Aylesbury Vale District Council (Ms Victoria Thomson) [180]

Question 1

It is very important that the Core Strategy includes a section on the historic environment, either as
an addition to Chapter 11, or in its own right.

English Heritage (Ms Katherine Fletcher) [189]

Question 1

A sound basis to develop (no pun intended) the district. However, generic the principles, aspects
suggest this is Hemel Hempstead centre.

Berkhamsted Town Council (Clr Garrick Stevens) [193]

Question 2

There should be more than one prestigious employment site, in more than one place. Reduction in
car use can only be achieved by having all that a famiy needs "on their doorstep™

Tring Cycling Campaign (Mr John Boielle) [112]

Question 2

The objectives appear to be comprehensive

Chipperfield Parish Council (Clir P. J. Nobbs) [58]

Question 2

The Core Strategy must take account of other facets of the sequential test. Stating that the Council
will seek to "Use previously developed land for new development first™ cannot strictly be considered
appropriate, or in line with national and regional policy. The Council must accept that there are a
variety of factors which help to identify suitable areas for development within the borough. The fact
that an area is classified as brownfield is only one of these tests, and cannot be solely relied upon
in the site selection process. The Core Strategy objectives should refer to sustainability, access to
facilities and services, as well as the reuse of brownfield land.

Apsley Development Limited (Mr John James) [108]

Question 2

Suggested additions:

Under Promoting Sustainable Development and Conserving Resources, add: Reduce pollution and
carbon emissions; Encourage recycling and minimise waste.

Under promoting a vibrant and prosperous economy, add: Recognise the significance of agriculture
in the rural economy.

Under Creating and conserving quality environments, change the first bullet point to: Maintain high
quality safe environments across the Borough.

CPRE - The Hertfordshire Society (Mr Rick Sanderson) [115]

Question 2

Add: Conserve the biodiversity by protecting and enhancing wildlife habitats

Herts and Middlesex Widlife Trust (Mr Tim Hill) [148]

Question 2

It would appear to be appropriate to refer within the section "Promoting a vibrant and prosperous
economy’ to enhancing the vitality and viability of centres within the Borough.

Wm Morrison Supemmarkets plc [139]

Question 2

Also 'Encourage repair and servicing of consumer durables’, change to ‘vibrant and prosperous’ as
per question 1.

New Conservation Society (Mr Gruff Edwards) [6]

Question 2

These are the right objectives. | would like to add a reference to items that are included in the
community plan development but understand that the community plan priorities do not always sit
comfortable withing the planning framework (the needs of children and young people for example).

Dacorum Borough Council (Mr David Gill) [8]

Question 2

We would like to add a broad objective of "enabling people to achieve a healthy lifestyle”™

Watford and Three Rivers Primary Care Trust (Ms. Felicity Cox) [60]
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Question 2

There is need for a commitment to the provision at additional parks and open space as well as
protection of existing. The focus on high density urban development does not provide for adequate
living space and is likely to lead to difficulties in community safety and friction instead of resolving
such issues. High density development is a planning solution and not one for those who have to
live there and should be confined to those who chose to live an urban lifestyle.

Dacorum Borough Council (Mr Peter Snow) [13]

Question 2

An employment site needs to be effective not prestigious, whatever that means

Chiltemn Society (Mr Guy Patterson) [22]

Question 2

It could be expanded to other realistic issues such as: integration of various ethnic groups, youth
clubs and designing out youth problems through urban layouts that are neighbourhood friendly and
support the needs of today's young people.

Hemel Hemspstead Crime Prevention Panel (Mr A. D. Coley) [10]

Question 2

Yes, especially reduction of car use, and provision of convenient transport plus ensuring a range of
employment opportunities across the Borough.

Dacorum Borough Council (Clir N. Hollinghurst) [23]

Question 2

Generally, these are fine. We welcome the inclusion of objectives on open space provision, the
encouragement of walking and cycling, sustainable construction and lifestyles and conserving local
character. The penultimate Objective could be expressed as "Conserve local character and
distinctiveness”

Countryside Agency (Mr Graham King) [62]

Question 2

Yes.

WWF (Mrs Hazel Johnson) [31]

Question 2

Support objective relating to meeting leisure and open space needs, as these are considered to be
an essential part of community infrastructure.

There is a need to protect open space within urban areas of the borough, which play a significant
role in providing accessible green spaces for recreation and visual amentiy. It could be interpreted
that conserving urban open space is less important than the conservation of other resources and
environments. Therefore, there should be an inclusion of an objective in the Core Strategy.

Sport England East (Mr Roy Warren) [73]

Question 2

We would recommend that "protect’ the countryside is replaced by ‘conserve’ to more accurately
reflect the legislation and that "protect and enhance areas of high landscape quality’ be replaced
with "conserve and enhance’, again to reflect this duty. Under "creating and conserving quality
environments’ we would recommend that *protection and creation of nautral open spaces’ is made
an additional criteria.

The National Trust (Mr Michael Stubbs) [75]

Question 2

Yes

Miss Kay Volger [86]

Question 2

The draft objectives are supported, but these do not recognise the important role of sustainable
urban extensions in delivering a range of needs within the Borough such as affordable housing,
quality sports and recreation facilities, improved transport infrastructure and public transport
provision, an enhanced urban fringe, employment opportunities and new community facilities.
Smaller urban infill sites, whilst sustainable, often fail to deliver the range of benefits which can be
secured through sustainable urban extensions. The objective should therefore include additional
text as follows: Identify opportunities at the existing urban centres for sustainable urban extensions
able to deliver substantial planning gain in the form of new and enhanced community infrastructure

Legal & General (Mr Jeremy Castie) [121]
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Question 2

Provision of employment sites in attractive areas to encourage "science park™ type employers,
eg.canal corridor, rather than more high density flat developments. ie_the Nash Mills site.

These developments will come to be seen as a mistake, as families develop, and are unable to
afford larger accommeodation, there will be overcrowding and social tension. Increasing car
ownership is causing problems now in these areas, also a source of tension. The large proportion
of one parent families and increased working from home creates a requirement for more than 2
bedroom accommodation, not the norm in most flat developments.

Mr John Mole [35]

Question 2

Yes.

Hemel Hempstead History Society (Mr John Buteux) [64]

Question 2

Yes - no further suggestions

West Herts College (Mrs Lynda Price) [89]

Question 2

Agree. Transport to villages could be considered for improvement.

Great Gaddesden P.C.T. Water End Conservation Society (Mr Victor Brooks) [66]

Question 2

Yes, but sustainable development will only be possible if there is a total rethink on building
practices. Builders are still building por quality and unsustainable houses. The Borough must try
to get ecological housing standards, with compulsory solar, grey water, green roofs water saving
efc. devices, all the systems that are possible today as exemplified in Zed Bed Housing with mass
takeup, solar panels and mini wind turbines would reduce costs and cut CO2 emissions by up to
15%. Refit all Council properties with low flush toilets and spray taps.

Dacorum Environmental Forum Water Group (Mr S. L. Davidson) [25]

Question 2

Keeping the existing areas free of liter and graffiti would be welcomed by residents. The areas
around Apsley are appalling now. Tring has daffodis on its grass verges. We have cans and
wrappers

Miss Anne Box [113]

Question 2

EP supports these objectives. However, EP wishes to point out that the objective to "use previously
developed land for new development first™ should recognise that there will be some development
on allocated Greenfield sites, and it may not be appropriate to restrict Greenfield development until
every possible brownfield site is used up. There will need to be regular monitoring of the situation in
terms of the delivery of housing.

English Partnerships (Mr Mark White) [37]

Question 2

Yes - but it is such a large permit over which DBC have limited control. It needs other bodies to
take it seriously.

Boxmoor Trust (Mrs Jean Sniders) [154]
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Question 2

English Nature supports many of these objectives, particularly: (i) the implementation of energy
efficient measures, (ii) conserving and enhancing biodiverstiy, (iii) meeting leisure and open space
needs, and the (iv) enhancement of protection of the countryside, green belt and Chiltemns AONB.

Furthermore, English Nature supports the most effective use of urban land, so long as it is based
upon nformed decisions which into account the significance of the nature conservation interest of
the land, thus acknowledging the 'cross-cutting’ nature of objective (ii) above. For example, some
previously developed land supports significant biodiversity interest (consistent with Annex C PPG3
and PPS9) and should be regarded as an asset within the green infrastructure of the Borough.
Furthermore, some brownfield sites may have a significant role to play providing informal
accessible natural greenspace within urban areas and opportunities exist to formally include them
within the greenspace resource (see iii above).

English Nature (Mr Neil Fuller) [128]

Question 2

Objective 3 - High density development should only be encouraged in appropriate locations,
generally town centres.

Objective 11 - Providing homes should not be limited to only local needs; the LDF should meet in
full the RSS requirement for the Borough.

CALA Homes (Mr Michael Emett) [80]

Question 2

Effective Community Involvement (whether through an adopted SCI or not) is fundamental in the
production of Development Plan Documents.

GO-East (Mr Stuart Crowgey) [117]

Question 2

The roads are already overcrowded, encouraging use of public transport is not enough. Public
tranpsort to and from village needs to be vastly improved. Secondary education for children living
in the villages need to be addressed. Children need to be able to attend the schoaol of their choice,
with free public transportt to and from school. Rural communities need particular attention or
conservation could become fossilised by denying rural communities the chance to develop and
without positive access, problems being addressed, losing population, services etc.

Markyate Parish Council (Mrs Jennifer Bissmire) [152]

Question 2

Encourage more use of the canal corridor through Dacorum for cycling, walking and fishing.

Herts Branch Inland Waterways Association (Mr Ken Satterthwaite) [99]

Question 2

Support inclusion of community infrastructure and education provision.

Hertfordshire Gounty Councl (Mr Matthew Wood) [146]

Question 2

Alongside afordable housing, would like to see life long housing.

Age Concem Dacorum (Ms. Cardline Player) [68]

Question 2

Yes. They seem very far reaching - almost too far.

Dr Victor Somrocks [100]

Question 2

Sustainable construction schemes are supported on the basis that they refer to the use of local
bulding materials_ The Board objects to the lack of objective relating to protection and quality of
water resources. Second bullet point relating to the AONB and fourth bullet point on cultural
heritage should read, "Conserve and enhance”™.

Chiltems Conservation Board (Mr Colin White) [71]

Question 2

Under "Creating and conserving quality environments’, bullet point 2 should be changed to include
‘protect and enhance the natural environment’. Climate change should be included. There should
be an added bullet point that reads the following: "Reduce the risk of fluvial, tidal and surface water
flooding to people and property, and prevent new development in high risk flood zones™.

Environment Agency (Miss Candice Beard) [91]

25




Question 2

The first bullet point under 'Promoting Sustainable Development and Conserving Resources’
should be amended to "Focus development in and on the periphery of Hemel Hempstad as the
main urban area in Dacorum, maximising accessibility to facilities”.

Sellwood Planning (Mr R. M Sellwood) [56]

Question 2

"Use previoudly developed land for development first™ - whilst a worthy objective, this may be in
conflict with Planning Policy Guidance Note 3 Housing (PPG3) and emerging PPG3, which
recognise that previously developed land is not necessarily always the most sustainable location
for development.

"Provide homes to meet local needs, including affordable housing™. Consideration could be given
to rewording the objectives to refer to ‘identified needs’ rather than local needs’, to take into
account both growth generated by the local population and that from migration. The term istoric
environment’ would be more in keeping with Govemment policy. Include reference to the role of
culture and heritage in creating sustainable communities, through providing an historic sense of
place and context.

Hertfordshire County Counci (Ms Laura Langley) [133]

Question 2

Must take into account the other facets of the sequential test. Stating that the Council will seek to
use previously developed land for new development first cannot strictly be considered appropriate,
or in line with national and regional policy. The Council must accept that there are a variety of
factors that an area is classified as brownfield is only one of these tests, and cannot be solely
relied upon in the site selection provess. The Core Strategy objectives should refer to sustainability
access, to faciliies and services, as well as the reuse of brownfield land.

Beechwood Homes Ltd. (Mr Robert Parker) [179]

Question 2

Broadly supportive. An additional objective could therefore be ‘Provide sufficient affordable and
market housing to support economic growth’. New homes and employment to the east of Hemel
Hempstead will ensure a better mix of uses in this part of the town. Addition of an objective here
relating to joint working with neighbouring authorities particularly with regard to consideration of the
most appropriate development strategy and spatial options. It is critical that a full review of all
spatial options is undertaken and that this review is not bound by the current Green belt boundaries
or by district boundaries.

The Crown Estate [176]

Question 2

The objectives should include reference to the historic environment, and quality in the built
environment. Welcome the reference under ‘creating and conserving quality environments’ but the
role of the historic environment should be recognised as part of sustainable development.

English Heritage (Ms Katherine Fletcher) [189]

Question 2

This is a framework only. Await development of the details.

Berkhamsted Town Council (ClIr Garrick Stevens) [193]

Question 3

Composting causes methane that is 15 times worse at producing the "Glass House Effect”. Note.
Glass houses were painted green to minimise reflection in solar radiation which causes waming
methane can be utilised as a source of energy. "Flood plains™ decrease flood risk, and filter to
contamination while allowing water to retum to aquifers.

Tring Cycling Campaign (Mr John Boielle) [112]

Question 3

Protecting wildlife sites and maintaining them in a favourable conservation status should be added.

Herts and Middlesex Widlife Trust (Mr Tim Hill) [148]

Question 3

In tandem with promoting development locations, these topics should also include an incentive to
achieve a modal shoft within population, particuarly in relation to new developments. As such,
these topics should ndude "Promoting sustainable travel™.

Apsley Development Limited (Mr John James) [108]
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Question 3

English Nature supports the reference to ecology within the list of considerations for good design.
We regard the list of key features as appropriate, withough we advise that geological assets should
also be added to the list (consistent with section 11 of this paper). In addition to the brief list of
important areas within the first bullet point of Issue 1, English Nature recommends reference to the
significant biodiversity resource within the Borough and the aspirations for their enhancement, as
identified within the Borough's adopted Nature Conservation Strategy (2001) and recent Urban
Nature Strategy (2006.

English Nature (Mr Neil Fuller) [128]

Question 3

Add ‘identify and protect tranquil areas’ to the topics in list A. The current over-abstraction of water
should be given greater prominence as a development issues.

CPRE - The Hertfordshire Society (Mr Rick Sanderson) [115]

Question 3

These outline features are consistent with draft EoE Plan. However some element of social
inclusion and protection of the historic environment as expressed in policies SS12 and ENVS
respectively could be usefully added.

EERA (Mr Ishaku Maitumbi) [164]

Question 3

Topics fine.

WWF (Mrs Hazel Johnson) [31]

Question 3

Change "'minimising waste’ to 'minimise consumption of raw materials wherever their source’.

New Conservation Society (Mr Gruff Edwards) [6]

Question 3

This subject area appears well covered

Watford and Three Rivers Primary Care Trust (Ms. Felicity Cox) [60]

Question 3

The topics are good but lack some definition. Improving'’ the built and natural environment is
ambiguous, as is promoting "appropriate’ development locations - by whose definition? The one
aspect that is missing is liveability. There needs to be a requirement to provide enough space for a
range of ages and needs to be able to live in harmony, as well as having access to local services
and community facilities.

Dacorum Borough Council (Mr Peter Snow) [13]

Question 3

More than enough, including some e_g. greehouse gas emission that are outside the control of the
Borough.

Chiltemn Society (Mr Guy Patterson) [22]

Question 3

This question is not reader friendly. In general it is a very greed approach: minimise, decrease,
improve, avoid - what about setting realistic targets?

Hemel Hemspstead Crime Prevention Panel (Mr A. D. Coley) [10]

Question 3

Encourage sustainable leisure pursuits especially waking and (to do that) the development and
extension of the current footpath network.

Dacorum Borough Council (Clir N. Hollinghurst) [23]

Question 3

There is a need to promote efficient use of all resources, not only energy, but also water, building
materials ec through requiring sustainable design and construction methods. Mention should be
made in the seventh bullet point of the need to respect and enhance landscape character and local
distinctiveness. A notable omission from the list is the need to ensure socially inclusive access to
green spaces and the wider countryside for recreation and quiet enjoyment. The penultimate bullet
would be better expressed "Promoting high quality development in appropriate locations”™.

Countryside Agency (Mr Graham King) [62]

Question 3

These topics are only concemed maily with the environment. Have any considerations been made
for economic and social aspects of sustainability. Sustainability should be integrated into the whole
strategy not just the environmental parts of it.

Miss Kay Volger [86]

Question 3

By and large yes, but, the IPCCs assumptions on global warming are being questioned. More
rigorous analysis is needed.

Hemel Hempstead History Society (Mr John Buteux) [64]

Question 3

yes

Woest Herts College (Mrs Lynda Price) [89]
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Question 3

Protecting the wider countryside in its own right is not considered to be an important objective to
achieve sustainability. The important countryside is that surrounding the existing towns where
careful management, enhancement and the accommodation of sustainable urban extensions can
combine to deliver an improved urban fringe. This topic should be re-phrased as follows:
Managing the urban rural fringe in a way which accommodated sustainable development that
delivers an enhanced environment and increased public access for recreational purposes.

Legal & General (Mr Jeremy Castie) [121]

Question 3

Agree. Attention required for impact of heavy goods vehicles on rural communities, both noise,
vibration and pollution.

Great Gaddesden P.C.T. Water End Conservation Society (Mr Victor Brooks) [66]

Question 3

All topics necessary, but need to be implemented fully e.g. reduce energy use with efficient light
bulbs, no standby option, more efficient industrial motors (local industry to switch to appropriate
energy) modem thermostats, greener cars, better public transport financed, by fuel tax (and for air-
travel).

Dacorum Environmental Forum Water Group (Mr S. L. Davidson) [25]

Question 3

Yes - but with an Environmental Health Department so unwilling to tackle noise and light pollution
how are you going to deal with that. My area is flooded with light at night - why aren't street lights
dimend after midnight (to save money as well) as they are elsewhere. Why is there no emergency
number for Environmental Health officers at weekend and often out of office hours.

Miss Anne Box [113]

Question 3

Yes

Miss Anne Box [113]

Question 3

EF's is tasked with creating communities where people can afford to live, and where people want to
live. EP therefore welcomes the reference to the aims for sustainable development enshrined in
national and regional policy referred to in the context section but notes that the list of topics at A
focuses on the environmental "arm™ of sustainable development. The list should be expanded to
include topics relating to the economic and social elements of sustainability, for example, relating
to people’s ability to access places to live, work and play.

English Partnerships (Mr Mark White) [37]

Question 3

Yes

Boxmoor Trust (Mrs Jean Sniders) [154]

Question 3

There is no referrence to the initial sustainbility appraisal outcomes.

GO-East (Mr Stuart Crowgey) [117]

Question 3

Yes

Markyate Parish Council (Mrs Jennifer Bissmire) [152]

Question 3

Would appear to be comprehensive although wonder how that can be achieved with high density
housing.

Age Concem Dacorum (Ms. Cardline Player) [68]

Question 3

You have yet to reconclle ‘overabstraction of water resources, which is unsustanable in the long
term’.

Dr Victor Somrocks [100]

Question 3

A greater emphasis could be placed upon the sustainability benefits of mixed use development.

Hilstone Corporation [173]

Question 3

Support all topics listed under A.

Environment Agency (Miss Candice Beard) [91]

Question 3

Protection of groundwater from over-abstraction supported. References to natural environment and
wider countryside should refer to "conserve and enhance™. Shoukd be an additional topic relating to
the use of local materials that conserve and enhance and all developments should be designed to
the highest standard.

Chiltems Conservation Board (Mr Colin White) [71]

Question 3

CoHocating new housing and employment development in Hemel Hempstead where there is the
greatest opportunity to minimise the use of the car.

Sellwood Planning (Mr R. M Sellwood) [56]
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Question 3

Protecting and enhancing the historic, built and natural environment should be key principles for
the Core Strategy.

English Heritage (Ms Katherine Fletcher) [189]

Question 3

In tandem with promoting appropriate development locations, these topics should also include an
incentive to achieve a modal shift within the population, particularly in relation to new
developments. As such, these topics should inlcude *promoting sustainable travel”.

Beechwood Homes Ltd. (Mr Robert Parker) [179]

Question 3

Inclusion of more positive topics, for instance the need to enable the Borough, and particularly
Hemel Hempstead to grow, encouraging the development of affordable housing and ensuring that
the town retains its competitiveness as a retail and employment centre. More emphasis is needed
on sustainable communities. It may be useful to state how the above topics relate to the SEA/SA
objectives in the SEA/SA Scoping Report.

The Crown Estate [176]

Question 3

Strongly support the identification of sustainable development as a theme which underpins the
Core Strategy. The topics listed seem biased towards more environmental issues. To achieve a
more inclusive approach, reference should be made to broader social and economic issues such
as provision of housing to meet social needs and the promotion of sustainable economic growth.
Consideration should be given to produce sustainability statements. Reference should also be
made to the sustainable development guide being developed for the county. "Building features - A
Hertfordshire Guide to promoting sustainability in development™.

Sustainable development should include the historic environment. The term "built environment’
does not include archaeology and historic landscapes, both of which are important aspects of the
heritage of Dacorum Borough. The term ‘historic environment’ - which is favoured by Govemment
should be used. The term 'conserving' is preferable to ‘improving'.

Hertfordshire County Counci (Ms Laura Langley) [133]

Question 3

Missing: Minimise need for use of cars/vehicles.

Berkhamsted Town Council (ClIr Garrick Stevens) [193]

Question 4

The use of renewable sources of energy must be considered on a site-specific basis. 10% target is
prefermed but with a flexible approach.

Akzo Nobel Pension Scheme [124]

Question 4

Sewage produces methane (see above)

Tring Cycling Campaign (Mr John Boielle) [112]

Question 4

Yes to all three parts of the question.

CPRE - The Hertfordshire Society (Mr Rick Sanderson) [115]

Question 4

Our client considers that adopting a blanket approach to provision of renewable energy in new
development, is not always appropriate, and therefore suggest that an element of flexibility is
introduced into any such policy. This issue may be more appropriately dealt with in Supplementary
Planning Documents.

Wm Morrison Supemmarkets plc [139]

Question 4

Yes and should go further but how can this be achieved - have we the power

Boxmoor Trust (Mrs Jean Sniders) [154]

Question 4

PLANNING IS CONCERNED ABOUT LAND-USE OF WHICH SUSTAINABILITY IS A
CONSIDERATION. HOWEVER, MATTERS SUCH AS THE PROVISION OF RENEWAL ENERGY
SOURCES DEPENDS ON A SET OF COMPLEX ISSUES INCLUDING MARKET CONDITIONS OF
SUPPLY AND DEMAND. IT IS UNREASONABLE TO REQUIRE DEVELOPEMENT TO MEET AN
ARBITERY THRESHOLD FOR USE OF RENEWABILES WITHOUT AN ADEQUATE
ASSESSMENT OF AVAILABILITY AND THE ECONOMICS

Luton Hoo Estate [34]

Question 4

Yes.

New Conservation Society (Mr Gruff Edwards) [6]

Question 4

Yes.

Dacorum Borough Council (Mr David Gill) [8]
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